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PRINCIPLES FOR THE NAMING OF UNDERSEA AND SURFACE MARITIME FEATURES (2014)
I.  General

The following definitions and principles apply to the naming of undersea and surface maritime features in Canada’s continental margins and in adjacent waters by the Geographical Names Board of Canada.  
A- Definitions

An “Undersea Feature” is a part of the ocean floor or seabed that has measurable relief or is delimited by relief and is submerged at the lowest low tide (below chart datum)
A “Surface Maritime Feature” is an entity composed of one or more adjoining bodies of water, named and delineated as a single entity.  Such entities may receive a single name and delineation for a variety of reasons which may be hydrographical, cultural, ecological, or may be based on the configuration of the surrounding land. The delineation of a Surface Maritime Feature may represent the conceptual linking of previously-named surface maritime features (e.g. Salish Sea, Parry Channel) or it may identify a division of a larger feature (Labrador Sea). Bathymetric features, as well as rocks or islets which break the surface in low water conditions, are not surface maritime features.

B- Distinction between naming and defining boundaries
The naming of Surface Maritime Features is for the purposes of mapping and description. It is without prejudice to the sovereign rights of the States and shall not be construed as any statement, position or admission whatsoever in relation to any claim regarding boundaries, maritime zones and jurisdiction. 
Boundaries for some Surface Maritime Features have been delineated by the International Hydrographic Organization (Limits of Oceans and Seas, IHO Special Publication No. 23, 1953).
C- General Principles

· Nothing in this document is intended to contradict the IHO/IOC Standardization of Undersea Feature Names, Bathymetric Publication No.6; The IHO Technical Resolutions A4.2 and A4.3; the Geographical Names Board of Canada (GNBC) Principles and Procedures for Geographical Naming; and the Limits of Oceans and Seas, IHO Special Publication No. 23, 1953.
In case of discrepancy, the principles outlined in this document will be interpreted taking into consideration the publications and the technical resolutions mentioned above.
 Names that have been used for many years on maps or charts may be accepted, whether or not their generic or specific elements conform to present standards of nomenclature, provided they are not objectionable and do not displace a name in common local usage.
· Canada expects that the names it applies within its Territorial Sea are recognized by the other States.
· Names approved by other national names authorities in waters within their Territorial Sea are accepted by Canada if the names have been applied in conformance with internationally accepted principles.

· In the event of a disagreement, Canada will resolve the matter with the State(s) most directly involved.

· Where more than one name has been applied to the same undersea feature, the older name should take precedence.  Conversely, when a single name has been applied to two different undersea features, the feature named first should retain the name.

· Names being applied to maps produced in Canada but not written in the Roman alphabet must be transliterated by a system of representation acceptable to the GNBC.
II. Principles for Naming Features

In naming an undersea feature it is common practice to propose a specific name (which may be a descriptive term, or the name of a person, place or thing) followed by a generic term (usually indicating the feature type or class) of the feature (e.g. Georges Basin, Sable Island Bank, etc.).

A. Specific Terms

(i) Short and simple terms are preferred.

(ii) An appropriate choice for a specific term could be one associated with an adjacent geographical feature.

(iii) Personal names should only be used when it is in the public interest to honour a person.  The names should be derived from persons who have made a significant contribution to the knowledge of ocean sciences.  Names of living persons should not be used.  Any name given in commemoration of a person, place or thing should conform to the Commemorative Naming Guidelines of the Geographical Names Board of Canada, provided in Appendix C.  

(iv) A principal concern in proposing a new name is to ensure an effective, conveniently usable description; commemoration of persons or ships should be a secondary consideration.
(v) Specific terms may be used to commemorate ships or other vehicles, expeditions, or scientific institutes involved in the discovery of the feature.  Where a ship name is used, it should be that of the discovering ship, or if that has been previously used for a similar feature, it should be the name of the ship verifying the feature.  (e.g. Endeavour Seamount)

(vi) Groups of like undersea features may be named for specific themes or categories such as historical persons, mythical features, stars, constellations, fish, birds, animals, etc.
(vii) Descriptive names are acceptable, particularly when they refer to distinguishing characteristics.

(viii) Names of well-known or large features that are applied to other features should have the same spelling.

(ix) Specific elements of names approved by other nations are not to be translated.

(x) Forms that should be avoided are:

(a) unnatural or incongruous combinations of words, including combinations of words of different languages and fusions of first name and surname elements;

(b) corrupted or modified names;

(c) obscene or blasphemous names;

(d) discriminatory or derogatory names from the point of view of race, sex, colour, creed, political affiliation or other social factors;

(e) names that could be construed as advertising particular commercial or industrial enterprises.

B. Generic Terms
(i) Generic terms must be selected to reflect the physical characteristics of features as defined in the list of such terms in Appendix A.  
(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (i), it is recognized that as ocean mapping continues, features may be discovered for which existing terminology may not be adequate.  New terms to describe these features must conform to the definitions of generic terms as explained in Appendix A. 
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