KALAALLIT NUNAAT
GREENLAND

e ——
INUIT

< @ o Qimusseriarsuaq
Melwlle Bay Nature

g the ice brldge
he future of the Pikialasorsuaq

National Advisory Panel on Marine Protected”
Area Standards, Iqaluit, Nunavut, -
| June 9,2018
L FINDINGS, RECOMMENDATIONS AND NEXT STEPS
FROM THE PIKIALASORSUAQ COMMISSION

Bylot Island



&, Mean May North Water Polynya Extent (from Dunbar
b oo
= = (1969) and Traditional Knowledge (2016))

AL AALLDE

WUV ANT

%
Nuussuaq®
£

Baffinip

Kangerliumanersua

Baffin Bay

KALAALLIT
NUNAAT
Slorapaluk ¥
%= Qaanaaq

% ¢
SATELLITE IE'AGE OFTHE NORTH
. WATER POLYNYA, MAY 24, 2016
15 Imagery om hep rgaldie.sd gsfenasa gov

Map of Pikialasorsuaq between Nunavut, Canada and Greenland



CONTEXT: INTERNATIONAL

Convention on BIO|O cal Diversity (CBI
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Marine Environment has created toolboxes to help Arctic
countries and regions develop Marine Protected Areas.

Many organizations supporting and promoting marine
protection of key areas in Circumpolar Arctic (WWF, IUCN)
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CONTEXT: CANADA

* Federal commitment to Aichi Target

 Mechanisms under different federal departments, e.g.:

— Marine Protected Areas (DFO)

Photo credit: Kuupik Kleist



PIKIALASORSUAQ COMMISSION

* Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC) initiated the Inuit-led
Pikialasorsuag Commission

Commissioners Kuupik Kleist,
Okalik Eegeesiak, Eva Aariak
/) 1, [




PIKIALASORSUAQ COMMISSION

e Commission was mandated to:

— Conduct consultations in communities in Canada and
Greenland closely connected to Pikialasorsuaq

— Communicate how Inuit communities envision the
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Commission arriving in Qaanaagq, Greenland

future of this marine region | |
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PIKIALASORSUAQ COMMISSION

* Meetings in Canada: Aujuittuq (Grise Fiord),
Qausuittuqg (Resolute Bay), lkpiarjuk (Arctic Bay),
Mittimatalik (Pond Inlet) & Kangigtugaapik (Clyde
River)

* Meetings in Greenland: Siorapaluk, Qaanaaq,
Savissivik, Kullorsuaq, Nuussuag & Upernavik
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Expert meeting in Savissivik, Greenland
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WHAT THE COMMISSION HEARD

* Interdependence and intimate relationship with the
land & specifically with the polynya

[Going out on the land] depends on the weather

and the conditions of the ice. And, a lot of that

will be dictated by the condition of the polynya.
—Marty Kulluguktugq, Aujuittuqg (Grise Fiord)

Pikialasorsuagq as the provider has been known
since time immemorial.

—Mads Ole Kristiansen, Qaanaaq




WHAT THE COMMISSION HEARD

CLIMATE CHANGE
* Impacts on travel across ice bridge
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WHAT THE COMMISSION HEARD

FOOD SECURITY

* Importance for food security and physical and
mental well-being




WHAT THE COMMISSION HEARD

DEVELOPMENT: SHIPPING,
FISHERIES, TOURISM, MINING

* Understanding of economic
benefits of exploration and
mining, but also concern
about environmental
damage

 Concern around the greater
number of ships and
negative effects on wildlife

e Caution around increased
tourism & awareness of
potential benefits

=S
\J)
o
Q
Q.
=
o
<
Q

Vessel Adolf Jensen, chartered for
consultations;anchored in Kullorsuaq




WHAT THE COMMISSION HEAR

D

The desire is not to prohibit tourists from coming, but rather to
make sure they do not have a negative impact upon wildlife in

the polynya.

—Marty Kulluguktuq, Aujuittuq (Grise Fiord)

P T
&a ’

Clipper Adventurer tourist ship
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WHAT THE COMMISSION HEARD

MILITARY ACTIVITIES

e History of military activities in area; potential
contamination from rocket debris and unspent fuel
requires attention
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RECOMMENDATION #1:
INUIT-LED MANAGEMENT REGIME

Establishment of a management regime with an Inuit
Management Authority (IMA):

* IMA membership from communities near Pikialasorsuaqg

 Would oversee monitoring, research, & promote
protection of living resources & related community
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Community meeting participants in Kullorsuaq



RECOMMENDATION #2:
ESTABLISHMENT OF MANAGEMENT ZONE

|dentification of a
protected area:

 Comprised of the
polynya plus a larger
management zone

* Area to be identified in
consultation with
communities near
Pikialasorsuagq



RECOMMENDATION #2:
ESTABLISHMENT OF MANAGEMENT ZONE

MECHANISMS

* |nternational law instruments:
— Current state rights under UN Convention on Law of the Sea

— Adoption of Particularly Sensitive Sea Area designation
(International Maritime Organization)

» Bilateral agreements (e.g. Joint Development
Agreement) and regional initiatives

 Domestic legal instruments
* Indigenous Protected Areas



RECOMMENDATION #3:
ESTABLISHMENT OF FREE TRAVEL ZONE

e Establishment of a free travel zone for Inuit across
Pikialasorsuaq region
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UN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

e Supports the Commission’s recommendations

e Canada & Denmark are signatories and have
responsibilties to uphold these rights
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MOVING FORWARD

* |nitiating the development of an agreement between
Canada and Greenland through appropriate local and
regional bodies and organizations

 Formalizing an IMA and its terms of reference

* Creating a management plan including an Inuit-led
monitoring program
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THE PIKIALASORSUAQ Nuuk OQutcomes

A Strong Message: The Pikialasorsuaq Commission is about Inuit
first, protecting our way of life, our food security, our Nunaat. By
respecting these needs the Pikialasorsuaq will be protected.

The Polynya is indivisible by two countries — any initiatives with
respect to the Pikialasorsuaq must be coordinated between
Canada and Greenland
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THE PIKIALASORSUAQ Nuuk Outcomes

Three Breakout Groups:

Inuit management Authority: Workshop developed a Conceptual
Governance Structure — It can be done!

Inuit Monitoring Regime: Government and academic research
community onboard — community monitoring HUBS, Guardians,
building on existing projects (Inuit marine Monitors)

Mobility: GoC is looking at Instruments
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THE PIKIALASORSUAQ Nuuk Workshop
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QUJANNAMIIK, QUJANAQ), AINGAI

Community members in Aujuittuqg (Grise Fiord),
Qausuittuqg (Resolute Bay), lkpiarjuk (Arctic Bay),
Mittimatalik (Pond Inlet) & Kangigtugaapik (Clyde
River), Siorapaluk, Qaanaaq, Savissivik, Kullorsuaq,
Nuussuaq & Upernavik
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MORE INFORMATION

Trilingual report Website
il T S www.pikialasorsuaq.org
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PEOPLE OF THE ICE BRIDGE:
THE FUTURE OF THE PIKIALASORSUAQ Pikialasorsuaq (The North Water Polynya) or “The Great Upwelling” is the

\. g largest Arctic polynya — an area of open water surrounded by sea ice
AOoAC oo S[DC 72 / — and the most biologically productive region north of the Arctic Circle.
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