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Preamble

Evaluations of this nature benefit from considerations of historical context. The reasons for this are many, not the least of which is that
past performances are 3 rehust indicater of fature performances.

Hydrocarbon operations have been on going on the Grand Banks of easteim Canada for more than 20 years. Given that seabirds are
the key global indicators of marine ol poliution, it would be expected, as was comenitted to at Public Hearings, that a robust
systematic momitoring program for marins birds would have been established and executed. Moreover, it would be expected that there
would be a comprehensive record of systematic observations of birds af platforms and along support vessel routes. That there have
been no such long-term comprehensive programs aud that there are no scientifically justifiable seabird cccurrence or
mortality data stands in the face of opportunity and environmental due-diligence from the outsed of operations is deplorable.
A1999 report by Montevecchi et al commissioned by the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producer (CAPP) presented a simple but
effective monitoring program with which to asscss seabird occurrences and mortality by arms-length independent observers. It was
never implemented or even aitempted. The inadequacy of the situstion has been substantiated by offshore weather observers
who have come fo my office to complaim about their minimalist bird ohservation and rig search requirements which,
surprisingly, have been recently cut hack even further.

This lack of I&EHEE%SIEEQE—EI—S&E regulator, the C-NLOPB, speaks volumes as to what can be
realistically expected from statemends im the current EA. As a matter of fact, it is clear that the EA is simply a listing of
conjectures without evidence-based follow-up assessment. The absence of tests of predictions precindes evidence-based decision-
making that could be used in adaptive management project adjustments. Instead, predictions about project effects are simply cast cut
with no indications of follow-up or data assessment. There is no credibility in such an approach (Russell & Fifield, 2001).



Leach’s Storm-Petrels arc the seabird species most vulnerable to light attraction, platform collisions and offshore ciling (c.g. Fraser et

al. 2006; Rodrignez, 2012). These noctumally foraging seabirds and other seabird species are strongly atiracted to the brilliant flare
Emru!uemu_nﬂaﬁnEEE—&%EEE&SE«EE!&%E%%ERF
2001). During the 20 years of marine cil operation, 2, 700,000 storm-petrels have disappeared from massive breeding colonies in
castern Camada, inchuding the Witless Bay Ecological Seabird Reserve and the species® largest colony on the Baccalien Island

Ecological Seabird Reserve (Sklepkovych & Monfevecchi, 1989; Canadian Wildlife Service unpubl. data). The species has an TUCN
QELGE?EEEESQEVEQEFEEEE%E-EE
% of the species’ world population { ). With regard to the improper treatment of
sesbinds, reports from a worker on the topside of the Hebron platform in 2017 when being constructed in Bull Arm complained th
during a “wreck” %E&w%EEgiSE?gEgSEEEEEI&
The EAs make unprecedented and mnjustifishle requeats request for a 10 and 12 12 year approvals. There needs to be considerations

about the technival, chemical, environmental and biological changes aver that time period that cannot be envisioned at the present
moment. A congideration of 3-year envircnmental assessments might be in order,

Review of Exxonmobil Canada Lid. Eastern Newfoundland Offshore Exploration Drilling Project (CEAR
80132) Environmental Impact Statement - Summary

Tpmment | Releremor o EA Comtent amd Hatiomale Speciiic Questun! Hoguest for

[ Number | (Section anid page) | dnformation

1 | Section 1.6: Introdactien and “This is an unprecedented request | Request that fhers be a limit of a3 |
Envirenmental Assessment Context | for a 12 year approval. There year approvals to the project
“ExxonMobil Canada Ltd. needs to be considerations sbout | subanissions and that an
(ExxxonMokbil; the Operator) and its the technical and chemical environmental assessment be done
co=venturess are planming 1o conduct | changes over that time period after this period before approving

i fon/: semt




drilling and associated activitics
{herein referred 1o as exploration

drilling) in the eastern portion of the
Canada-Newfoundiand and Labrador
{NL) Offshore Arca over the period
2018 to 2029 (hereinafter also
| referred to as the 1'ofacii”
2 Section 2.2.3: Formation Flow Fatal light attraction is the main | Request that flaring is restricted to
Testing with Flaring killer of seabinds around oil rig | the daytime.
“Produced hydrocarbons and some and a2 to 5 days period of inifial | Request that flaring is dong ynder |
produced water from the reservoir are | flaring will lure, disorient and the observation of an independent
flared using high-efficiency burners. | kill seabirds, notebly the party to récord the attraction of _
Flaring would be continuous and last | nocturnal Leach’s Storm-Petrel | seabirds to the rig.
between 2-5 days” (Wiese et al. 2004).
Flaring iz at ite the most potent
when it first comes on as it _
instantly attract the attention of
the seabirds from as far away as
the light prajects with largest
liminous “catch basins™ which
occur during foggy and misty
conditions,
Night flaring will cause the most
damage to seabind populations as
the birds will be altracted to this
bright source of light on the
otherwise dark ocean cover.
Night time flaring will promote
mass seabirds mortality {Wiese
et al. 2000).
3l ﬁmoameﬂn.a_.—"m_.::.gng!.n Major issue for seabird\ Request that it be acknowledged in

_ | Response preeciion is fatal Lighi the environmental assessment of



“Prevention is the most effective way | aliraction, not spills (Wisse et | Exxan that the prevention of fatal |

7 to avoid environmentsl effects from al. 2001; Rodriguez, 2012). light atiraction is the most important
accidental spills...” environmental goal for the
prevention of mass seabirds
— - - | mortality.
32 Section 2.4.1: Spill Preveution and Are there plans for a back-up
Response blowout preventer as is done i
“There are several condrol measares USA?

control and reduce risk of a well
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