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Canada-Quebec planning for the 

establishment of marine protected areas

Projects under study in the Estuary and the 

Northern Gulf of St. Lawrence



Purpose of the session

ÅInform you about Canada-Quebec collaboration, the 

joint projects for marine protected areas under study 

and the next steps.

ÅListen to you and gather your initial comments.



Information ConsultationEngagement

Conservation areas and 

priorities are presented to 

Indigenous groups and 

stakeholders.

Potential conservation 

measures are developed 

and discussed with 

Indigenous groups and 

relevant stakeholders.

Projects, including the 

conservation measures 

being considered, are 

presented to Indigenous 

groups and stakeholders 

for consultation.

Session background

It is part of a multi-step process:



Presentation outline

1. Background

2. Projects under study

ÅNorthern Gulf of St. Lawrence

ÅSt. Lawrence Estuary

3. Next steps



Part 1. Background



The Government of Canada has met its 2020 target 

and now protects 13.8% of marine and coastal areas 

through marine protected areas and other effective area-

based conservation measures (marine refuges).

Government commitments

The Government of Canada has committed to new 

targets of 25% by 2025 and 30% by 2030.



Marine Protected Areas in Quebec



Marine refuges in Quebec



In order to work together and in a complementary manner, the 

governments have signed the Canada-Quebec Collaborative 

Agreement for the establishment of a marine protected areas 

network in Quebec (March 2018). 

This agreement:

Åprovides a collaborative framework for identifying, planning, 

establishing and monitoring marine protected areas on a joint 

basis;

Åmakes it possible to coordinate information, engagement and 

consultation processes;

Åformalizes the Canada-Quebec Bilateral Group on Marine 

Protected Areas (GBAMP).

Canada-Quebec collaboration



Joint planning

The governments of Quebec and Canada have 

developed a joint planning in order to reach their 

respective conservation targets: 

Two new joint marine protected area projects are 

under study in the St. Lawrence, one in the northern 

Gulf and one in the Estuary. 

The Îles-de-la-Madeleine project is the focus of a feasibility 

study and will be part of a separate information, engagement 

and consultation process.



Marine protected areas of Canada

Main tools:

ÅOceans Act Marine Protected Areas (Oceans Act);

ÅMarine Wildlife Areas (Canada Wildlife Act);

ÅNational Marine Conservation Areas (Canada National 

Marine Conservation Areas Act);

ÅNational park with a marine component (Canada National 

Parks Act).

An MPA may also be designated by an ad hoc law
(e.g., the Saguenay-Saint-Lawrence Marine Park)



Marine protected areas of Quebec

Main tools:

ÅAquatic reserve (Natural Heritage Conservation Act);

ÅThreatened or vulnerable wildlife species habitat (Act 

Respecting the Conservation and Development of Wildlife);

ÅNatural settings designated by a plan (Natural Heritage 

Conservation Act);

An MPA may also be designated by an ad hoc law
(e.g., the Saguenay-Saint-Lawrence Marine Park)



In any new federal MPA, certain activities will be 

prohibited from the outset:

Åoil and gas activities,

Åmining,

Ådumping,

Åbottom trawling.

Other activities will be assessed on a case-by-case 

basis, based on the risk of these activities to the 

conservation priorities of the MPA.

Canadaôs new standards



Part 2. Projects under study



Projects under study


