
Electronic Purchase Slips (ESLIPs) user guide for buyers 
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Why we are introducing ESLIPs 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) is modernizing how fisheries information is collected and managed 

across Canada as part of a broader Government of Canada and departmental digital transformation. 

Electronic Purchase Slips (ESLIPs) introduces a new digital way for buyers, to record and submit fish 

purchase information.  

The implementation of ESLIPs addresses long-standing concerns raised by the seafood industry including 

inconsistent data collection and a lack of standardized solutions across the country resulting in no single 

unified system. Manual processes lead to delays, errors, and increased workload for both the buyer and 

DFO. These challenges have hindered accurate monitoring, enforcement, and science-based decision-

making.  

With ESLIPs, critical information will be captured, including details on what fish were landed and where, 

who harvested and purchased them, and the associated weights and sale prices.

Audience for this document 
This document is for buyers in the 2026 spring Snow Crab and Lobster seasons in Crab Fishing Areas 

(CFAs) 20-24E and Lobster Fishing Areas (LFAs) 27-32.  

What you need to do before you can submit an ESLIP 
• This guide assumes you have logged into your GCKey, completed the two-factor authentication

process, and created a DFO account to access the Fisheries Integrated Services Hub (FISH). You

must be logged into FISH before proceeding with this step-by-step guide.

• If you have previously set up a GCKey account and created a profile for the National Online

Licensing System (NOLS), Fisheries Certificate System (FCS), Elvers Monitoring and Traceability
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(EMT), or other DFO application, you can re-use your existing profile. Creating a duplicate profile 

will cause issues.   

• If you cannot remember your User ID or password, or do not have a GCKey or have not

registered with DFO before, please refer to FISH - User Guide for GCKey and DFO services. Return

to this document once you are logged in and ready to continue on to FISH.

What you need to know before using ESLIPs 
• Buyers should be comfortable using a web browser such as Chrome, Safari, etc., and be able to 

keep track of and manage their usernames and passwords for various government applications.

• Before using ESLIPs, buyers should have basic computer skills, including a basic ability to 

navigate and update Microsoft Excel or Comma Separate Value (CSV) files.

• Buyers should also have easy access to data reporting information such as their buyer details 
including the harvester's Logbook ID, harvesters’ name and harvesters’ licence number, vessel 

name and vessel registration number, species, weight, price, port landed, etc. Please refer to the 

Appendix to better understand the data required.

Sample ESLIP reporting file 
To ensure consistent reporting, DFO has created a sample file that outlines the required information and 

the order in which buyers must report their fish purchases. 

For detailed instructions on this file, please refer to the Appendix. 

Submitting an ESLIP report 

Step 1 – Accessing FISH’s ESLIP Service 
Go to FISH’s home page: 

• Click on the service you wish to access, in this case Purchase slips.

https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fisheries-peches/documents/sdc-cps/eslip-bae/sample-report-exemple-rapport/ESLIP-sample-report-BAE-exemple-rapport-eng.xlsx
https://fish-peche.azure.cloud-nuage.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/en
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Step 2 – Uploading a file 
In this first version of ESLIPs, DFO will accept fish purchase data inputted using our sample ESLIP 

reporting file or data exported from an approved third-party software developer. Buyers can use the file 

to submit just one transaction (purchase) or multiple transactions in a single file upload. 

This bulk data upload can be provided in Microsoft Excel (.XLS or .XLSX) or Comma-Separated Values 

(.CSV) file formats.  

Once your fish purchase information is ready to be uploaded to DFO: 

• Scroll down until you see the How to submit: section. 

• Click the Start upload button. The system automatically identifies the buyer account associated 

with your log-in. 

• Note – you can also download the sample reporting file from this webpage too.  
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• Next, scroll down to Upload.  

• Before you start your file upload, review your buyer information for accuracy. If there is an issue, 

report the issue using the link on screen. 
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• Click the Choose file button. Select the file you want to upload, ensuring it is one of the 

following: .XLS, .XLSX or .CSV. Note – there is a maximum file size of 5 MB per upload.  

• Once selected, the file name will appear on screen. 

• If you need to provide additional context or notes regarding the submitted file, enter them in the 

Comment field.  

• Click Submit to upload your file.  

 

• After the upload is complete, the system will generate a confirmation code. Store this code in 

your records—it will be used to reference the purchase slips included in your upload. Keep the 

confirmation code with any supporting documentation for future tracking. 
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Editing and Correcting ESLIP data 
In this release, Buyers can only submit an ESLIP report to DFO. If you need to edit or correct a previously 

submitted ESLIP, contact DFO at DFO.CFISReportingSupport-SCIPSoutienRapport.MPO@dfo-

mpo.gc.ca.  

Security, privacy, and data use 

How your data is protected 
Information submitted to DFO through FISH is protected using Government of Canada security 

standards. DFO uses secure login, encryption, and secure data management practices. 

Need additional help 
To help you prepare for this change and support you during the transition, consult the following: 

Help Desk / support 

• If you have questions relating to your sign in, please review the Government of Canda’s Help 

page as the information you are looking for may already be provided.  

GCKey sign-in contact: 

• Canada and the United States - 1-855-438-1102 

• Text Telephone (TTY/TDD) - 1-855-438-1103 

• Outside Canada and the United States - 1-800-2318-6290 

Interac® sign-in service contact: 

• Canada and the United States - 1-855-433-5397 

• Text Telephone (TTY/TDD) - 1-855-224-1714 

• Outside Canada and the United States - 1-800-7328-7358 or 1-416-733-5403 

mailto:DFO.CFISReportingSupport-SCIPSoutienRapport.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:DFO.CFISReportingSupport-SCIPSoutienRapport.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
https://te-gc.auth.canada.ca/auth/gceab/p/help
https://te-gc.auth.canada.ca/auth/gceab/p/help
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• All other enquiries can be directed to: DFO.CFISReportingSupport-

SCIPSoutienRapport.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca. 

ESLIPs Fact Sheet 

• Provides an overview of ESLIPs, why we are changing, who to contact for help, etc.  

Accessing GCKey and DFO services  

• A step-by-step guide to accessing the Government of Canada’s GCKey and DFO services.  

ESLIPs Quick Reference Guide  

• A job aid to help you quickly login to government and DFO services, upload and submit an ESLIP. 

Glossary and key terms 
CFA  

Crab Fishing Areas 

DFO  

Fisheries and Oceans Canada  

ESLIPs  

Electronic Purchase Slips 

FISH 

Fisheries Integrated Service Hub  

LFA 

Lobster Fishing Areas 

 

  

mailto:DFO.CFISReportingSupport-SCIPSoutienRapport.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.
mailto:DFO.CFISReportingSupport-SCIPSoutienRapport.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.
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Appendix  

DFO’s sample purchase slip report - Overview 

 

 

DFO has created a sample ESLIP reporting file in Excel to identify the type of information and the order in which buyers must report their fish purchases. This 

structured file ensures consistent and accurate reporting, potentially reducing submission errors and increasing compliance with data formatting rules and 

requirements. 

The Excel file contains two tabs: 

• Slips tab – use this form to enter your purchase data. 

• Field_Descriptions tab – provides a description of each field or column within the blank form.  

Slips tab 
The Slips tab is the primary data entry form. Buyers must record all purchase details on this tab, with each row representing one purchase slip for a specific 

species. Use as many rows as needed to capture all purchases for the reporting period. 

Each vertical column corresponds to a defined purchase slip field where the buyer is required to provide data.  

Buyers should complete all the fields following the description and rules described in the Field_Descriptions tab. 
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Field_Descriptions tab 
 

The Field_Descriptions tab provides detailed 

definitions for each column in the Slips tab. It acts 

as a reference guide to help buyers understand 

what information must be provided. Consult this 

tab if you are unsure how to complete a 

particular field in the Slips tab. 




