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Instructions for Completing the Recreational Shark Summary Document
(Maritimes Region)
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
Record each fishing trip on a recreational shark summary document.  You may record more than one trip on a single document.  Should you require more space, you may photocopy the document or request another from DFO.
NIL REPORTS
If you do not engage in any recreational shark fishing in 2011, you must still complete and submit a summary document.  Fill out the fields for page number, license number and year at the top of the document, and check the “NIL REPORT” box.  Enter your name at the bottom of the document, and sign and date it.
SHARK DERBIES

The shaded areas of the summary document are to be completed only when fishing takes place in the context of a DFO-authorized shark derby.  In the “Kept/Released” column, enter “K” if the shark was kept.  Enter “R” if the shark was released.  Enter the verified weight in kilograms.  The dockside observer’s signature at the bottom (or DFO Science personnel) indicates that she/he has confirmed the species, length and weight of the retained shark.
RECORDING YOUR CATCH
Record each animal caught on a separate line.  Record all species of animal caught, i.e. both shark species (“shark species caught”) and any incidental catch of non-shark species (“other species caught”).  Incidental catch includes an animal, such as a sea turtle or whale, that is struck by the boat.  If you do not catch anything during your trip, complete the first five columns of the table, entering “none” in the 5th column.

	Date fished
	Enter the day, month and year of your fishing activity.

	Port returned
	Enter the name of the port that the vessel returned to at the end of the trip.

	Number hours fished
	Enter the number of hours you fished to the nearest hour, i.e. the length of time your gear was in the water. If chumming occurred prior to putting the fishing line in the water, include the time between the start of the chumming and the time the fishing line was put in.


	Number rods used
	Enter the total number of rods used.

	Shark species caught
	Enter the species of shark caught (e.g., Blue, Mako, Porbeagle).  If you are unable to determine the species, enter “shark.”

	Other species caught
	Enter any other species you caught incidentally (e.g., Bluefin tuna, swordfish, loggerhead turtle).  If you are unable to determine the species, enter the most accurate information you have, e.g., “fish,” “tuna,” “turtle.”

	Catch location
	Enter the location in degrees and minutes of your catch.

	Fork length
	Enter the actual or estimated fork length of your shark catch in centimetres.  If you enter the length in metres, feet or inches, please indicate this clearly.  “Fork length” is the length from the tip of the snout to the fork in the tail.  If you are unable to determine the fork length, enter “U” for “unknown.”

	Sex
	Enter the sex of your shark catch.  The sex can be determined by the presence of two claspers on the underside of the belly.  The presence of claspers indicates that the shark is a male.  If you are unable to determine the sex, enter “U” for “unknown.”

	Comments
	Enter any comments you may have about your catch, such as “turtle struck by boat,” “unsure whether mako or porbeagle,” “length in feet and inches.”


DOCUMENT SUBMISSION
You must submit the completed document(s) to a DFO-approved Dockside Monitoring Company.  You may submit the document(s) at any time during the calendar year but no later than December 31st, 2011.
















