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1. What practical recommendations do you 

have for creating standards for MPAs? 

4. Do the Guidelines developed by the IUCN 

work well in the Canadian context? 

5. Are there specific circumstances unique 

to Canada that pose challenges for the use 

of  the  IUCN guidelines? 



IUCN  

A clearly defined geographical space, recognised, dedicated 

and managed, through legal or other effective means, to 

achieve the long-term conservation of nature with associated 

ecosystem services and cultural values 

 

DFO 

An MPA is part of the ocean that is legally protected and 

managed to achieve the long-term conservation of nature. 

MPAs may allow some current and future activities depending 

on their impacts to the ecological features being protected. 

They provide many benefits for Canadians, from 

environmental to social and cultural contributions. 

What is a Marine Protected Area? 



Sound Planning and Design  

 

 An MPA individually, or as part of a network of MPAs, 

incorporates significant no-take areas, and where in a 

network this no-take is distributed across MPAs in the 

network 

 MPA is large enough, or is part of a network of MPAs, 

thereby including biodiversity fully representative of 

the region 



Significant no-take areas: Strong scientific evidence 

that full protection is more effective than partial protection in 

achieving conservation outcomes 

 

Zoning has ensured that some 

area is no take within MPAs (e.g. 

St Anns Bank).  

Challenge in coastal areas 

(e.g. lobster fishing) in 

Eastern Shore Islands AOI 

Canada 



Representativity of  biodiversity of  the region 

Canada 

Challenge  
 Lack of baseline data 

• Large, remote areas  

      (e.g. Arctic,  

            offshore > 1000 m depth) 

• Coastal areas 

 

 

 

Baseline data needed in design and monitoring phases 

 

Recommendations 
 Increased support to human resources and infrastructure 

 Promotion of partnerships among federal and provincial 

governments, First Nations, academia, NGOs 



Effective Management 
The MPA  

 has activities and uses that are compatible with and support 

conservation goals and objectives  

 has extractive activities (where these occur) that have low 

ecological impact, are compatible with the MPA objective(s), with 

the IUCN definition and categories, and that are well managed as 

part of an integrated approach  

 does not have any environmentally damaging industrial 

activities or infrastructural developments located in or otherwise 

negatively affecting it, with the associated adverse ecological 

impacts and effects  

 regulates fisheries activities (where these occur) that are low 

impact, assessed and managed to the highest standards, and that 

do not impact the ecological integrity of the area, species levels and 

trophic structure  

 has monitoring to track performance, and inform adaptive 
management 



Activities and uses  

Canada 

'Protected' marine area open to oil, gas exploration 
Conservationists, union outraged as regulator takes bids for Northeast 
Newfoundland Slope  
CBC News · Posted: Apr 06, 2018 5:34 PM NT | Last Updated: April 7 

Skeptical fishermen briefed on proposed Eastern Shore marine protected area 
Eastern Shore Islands could include a no-take zone that 'could take us out of our 
livelihood,' fisherman says 
Paul Withers · CBC News · Posted: Apr 05, 2018 4:29 PM AT | Last Updated: April 5 
 

Nova Scotia cautions Trudeau government over marine protection goal 
Offshore energy development and fishing big concerns for Nova Scotia 
Paul Withers · CBC News · Posted: Jan 12, 2016 2:37 PM AT | Last Updated: January 12, 
2016 
 

Proposed no-fish zones in Eastern Shore could mean job losses, minister fears 
N.S. fisheries minister fears job losses if proposed area becomes a marine protected area 
Michael Gorman · CBC News · Posted: Apr 19, 2018 5:45 AM AT | Last Updated: April 19 
 



Activities and uses  

Canada 

Challenges 

 Heightened pressure from extractive industries with greater than 

“low level non industrial use of natural resources” and Provincial 

governments to allow resource extraction in MPAs; 

incompatibility with the IUCN standards 

 Jurisdiction of resource management outside of DFO’s purview in 

some regions (e.g. Atlantic Canada)  

 

Recommendations 

 The solutions lie at high political levels 

  E.g. amendments to Canada Petroleum Resources Act to   

  complement amendments to Oceans Act 
 



What should count? 

Canada 

Challenge 

 MPA selection and implementation is a lengthy process, which 

can take up to a decade (but Oceans Act amended to reduce 

time) and resources are limited. To meet the 10% target, other 

area-based measures must be included.  

 

Recommendation 

 The criteria to assess suitability for inclusion of OABM should 

follow IUCN standards  
 

IUCN: The primary focus of MPAs must be conservation of biodiversity 



3. The IUCN has developed an existing 

structure to categorize marine protected 

areas. What do you see as the strengths and 

weaknesses of  the IUCN Guidelines?  



Strengths 

 Global standards developed (and evolving) based on scientific 

evidence and consensus of members  

 Categories provide guidance through definitions and objectives and 

permitted human activities 

 

Weaknesses 

 Not broadly used (55% of MPAs in IUCN MPA database, 0% Oceans 

Act MPAs) 

 Challenges in implementation: differences between categories unclear; 

MPA may fall under > 1 categories (e.g. zoning) 

 They do not articulate biodiversity objectives: these must be developed 

by each nation based on regional scientific knowledge and global 

scientific evidence 
 
 



 IUCN MPA standards and guidelines should be applied to Canadian 

MPAs. 

 Canada has already adopted many IUCN standards particularly for 

sound planning and design. Canada is also facing many challenges, 

particularly associated with effective management.  

 I recommend that: 

o Significant no-take areas are included in all MPAs 

o Environmentally damaging industrial activities and resource use and 

extraction is prohibited in MPAs 

o The same standards are used for MPAs and other area-based 

conservation measures included in the 10% Aichi Target 11. 

o Investments in human and infrastructure resources are made to 

collect baseline information on poorly-known ecosystems and for 

establishing monitoring procedures.  

Conclusions and recommendations 


