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Fisheries and Aquaculture Management

While Aboriginal groups have an interest in
greater participation in decision-making
processes used for aquatic resource and
oceans management, under AFS and
AAROM, there has been considerable
experience gained in fisheries management.
There are common objectives between the
government and Aboriginal coastal
communities to:

• ensure that conservation and
sustainable use of the fishery are the
top management priorities;

• promote the economic viability of 
fisheries by encouraging increased
self-reliance and shared stewardship;

• provide greater stability and
transparency respecting access and
allocation, as the key to establishing a
more stable and predictable business
and operating environment;

• improve fisheries management decision
making by increasing transparency and
the participation of Aboriginal groups,
stakeholders and others; and

• manage the fisheries in a manner
consistent with the constitutional
protection provided to Aboriginal and
treaty rights.

Small Craft Harbours

Small Craft Harbours (SCH) operates and
maintains a national system of harbours to
provide commercial fishers, recreational
fishers, Aboriginal fishers and recreational
boaters with safe and accessible facilities.
SCH operates under the authority of the
Fishing and Recreational Harbours Act and
the F e d e ral Real Pro p e r t y and F e d e ra l
Immovables Act. The mandate of SCH is to
keep harbours that are critical to the
aquatic sector open and in good repair.

SCH is responsible for over 100 fishing
harbours and 220 plus recreational
harbours.

SCH are often the only federal presence in
small coastal communities and provide the
most direct and visible link between the
communities and the federal government.
In isolated locations such as northern BC
and the territories, these harbours provide
not only a major transportation link for the
largely Aboriginal population, but are also a
major source of employment for the
communities.  

The Government of Nunavut identified the
lack of small craft harbours as a major
hindrance to its economic development.

Where SCH is considering divesting itself of
a small craft harbour, DFO determines
whether another organization is interested
in assuming responsibility for managing the
harbour.  First refusal is always given to
other federal departments or provincial or
territorial agencies.  If these agencies
express no interest, then municipalities and
Aboriginal groups in the area where the
harbour is located are approached.

Habitat

Canada's fish habitat, the life-support
system essential for fish to reproduce, grow
and live, is critical to the security and
sustainability of Canada’s marine and
freshwater fisheries resources.

Fish habitat, however, can be easily
damaged and lost due to human activities
that occur in or near water.  These often
result in changes either big or small to fish
habitat in ways that are both obvious and
subtle.  The changes often have profound
effects on the economic, social, cultural and
environmental benefits that marine and
freshwater fish provide to Canadians.
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Given the importance many Aboriginal groups
place on fish and other aquatic resources, the
protection of the fish habitat on all three
coasts as well as in inland provinces assumes
a major significance in Aboriginal fisheries
management.  In the Pacific Region, for exam-
ple, Aboriginal involvement in habitat man-
agement and protection is usually outlined in
AFS agreements, which detail the cooperative
management projects for the improvement of
the management of fisheries, such as stock
assessment, fish enhancement and habitat
management to be undertaken by the
Aboriginal organization.

Inland, Aboriginal involvement with habitat
protection and restoration is administered
through the AIHP.  Managed by the Habitat
Sector, the objectives of the AIHP are to:

• assist Aboriginal groups in acquiring the
administrative capacity and
scientific/technical expertise to facilitate
their participation in habitat protection
and restoration;

• encourage the establishment of
collaborative management structures
that contribute to integrated
ecosystem/watershed management and
planning processes; 

• strengthen relationships through
improved information sharing between
Aboriginal communities, DFO and other
stakeholders and among Aboriginal
communities; and

• contribute to the federal government’s
broader objective of improving the
quality of life of Aboriginal people. 

The program goal is to facilitate the
engagement of inland Aboriginal groups in the
regulatory and non-regulatory activities of
D F O ’s fish habitat management program, with
the anticipated result being better informed
decisions.  The program is expected to encour-
age new collaborations among Aboriginal
groups and to build on established working
relationships where these already exist. 

Oceans Management

Oceans are a finite resource, yet the scale
and diversity of oceans-related activities are
growing dramatically.  Commercial fishing
fleets, the aquaculture sector, recreational
boaters, ecotourists, cruise ship operators,
off-shore oil and gas developers and marine
transport companies all compete for use of
the ocean spaces.  The growth of coastal and
marine activities has resulted in ecosystem
i m b a l a n c e s, degradation of the marine
environment and the introduction of
potentially harmful species. 

In January 1997, Canada enacted the
Oceans Act, which established a new and
innovative approach for the way Canada
manages its ocean spaces in the 21s t

century.

Canada released its Oceans Strategy on 
July 12, 2002.  The Oceans Strategy provides
policy direction and assists in building
partnering arrangements and pursues a
number of key activities, which include:

• integrating science and traditional
ecological knowledge to increase our
understanding of marine ecosystems; 

• reducing marine pollution; 

• developing a Federal Marine Protected
Areas Strategy;

• using Integrated Management to
resolve conflicts and manage human
activities in ocean areas where multiple
interests are involved; 

• promoting stewardship and public
awareness; and

• promoting international collaboration to
protect globally shared fisheries and
ocean resources.
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As a first step in implementing the Ocean’s
Strategy, DFO led discussions with provinces
and territories to seek their support for a
joint work plan to implement the Oceans
Strategy.  At the same time, DFO seeks
opportunities to cooperate with industry,
Aboriginal people and ocean stakeholders in
working towards a modern oceans
management regime that involves
Canadians in decisions that affect them.

To ensure that Marine Protected Areas are
part of a comprehensive initiative to protect
the health and function of marine ecosys-
tems, they are developed and established
within a context of integrated management
planning.  Such planning considers the
protection of each area in light of both
environmental and socio-economic benefits.

A coordinated approach, as directed in the
Oceans Act, ensures that the federal
government will work together with
Aboriginal groups as well as provincial and
territorial governments and individual
communities, to advance marine conserva-
tion in an efficient and effective manner.






