


are over 1 pound weight, they provide con-
siderable fun and food to anglers in eastern 
Ontario, Georgian Bay, and Lake of the 
Woods. The flesh is white, flaky, and very 

tasty. There is also a significant and success-
ful winter fishery for them in certain specific 
areas of Lake of the Woods (Chambers 
1966). 

Nomenclature 
cantharus nigro-maculatus 

Pomoxys sparoides 
Pomoxis sparoides (Lacepide) 
Pomoxis nigro-maculatus (LeSueur) 
Pomoxis nigromaculatus (LeSueur) 

— LeSueur 1829 in Cuvier and Valenciennes 1828- 
1849: 88 (type locality Wabash River, Ohio) 

— Wright 1892: 455 
— Jordan and Evermann 1896-1900: 997 
— Bailey 1941: 22 
— Bailey 1951: 194 

Etymology 	Pomoxis — sharp opercle; as opposed to extended in a flap as in some 
other sunfishes; nigromaculatus — black spotted. 

Common names 	Black crappie, crappie, crawpie, calico bass, strawberry bass, speck- 
led bass, grass bass, Oswego bass, shiner, moonfish. French common name: marigane noire. 
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PERCH FAMILY — Percidae 

This is the typical family of the order Perciformes. The members of the family are 
usually elongate, terete, and somewhat laterally compressed. The mouth may be large or 
small, terminal or inferior, and the premaxillary may or may not be protractile. Teeth 
present on jaws, vomer, and palatines usually villiform and in bands, but canines present 
in some forms. The lower pharyngeals bear sharp teeth. The two dorsal fins are well 
separated in contrast to dorsal fins of the sunfishes, family Centrarchidae. The first dorsal 
has 6-15 spines. The pectoral fins are moderately long and the pelvic fins are thoracic and 
have 1 spine and 5 rays. The anal fin is small with 1 or 2 spines, and the caudal fin innate, 
truncate, or rounded. The preopercle is entire or serrate, usually ending in a single, flat 
spine. Swim bladder if present is physoclistous. 

The family Percidae consists of 2 subfamilies, 9 genera and 121 species, the subfamily 
Percinae of 6 genera and about 16 species, and the subfamily Etheostomatinae, the darters, 
of 3 genera and 107 species. The darters are restricted to North America. 

In North America the perches inhabit warm temperate to cold, subarctic streams and 
lakes. The darters flourish in a variety of environments from warm to cool temperate waters. 
The family is circumpolar in distribution, but most species are restricted to North America. 

Percids have been known from Upper Cretaceous and the Oligocene of Europe, and 
from the Eocene of North America. 

World Distribution of the Perches 
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KEY TO SPECIES 

1 
	

Mouth large, maxillary extending to mid-point of eye or beyond; lower 
borders of preopercle obviously serrate; branchiostegals 7 or 8 (rarely 6); 
moderate to large fish.  	2 

Mouth small, maxillary usually not extending beyond anterior margin of eye; 
lower borders of preopercle smooth, not serrate; branchiostegals 6 or 7 
(rarely 5); small, bottom dweller, never over 6 inches (152 mm) in length. 
(darters) 4 

2 
	

Anal fin with 2 spines and 6-8 soft rays; teeth in lower jaw all about equal 
height, no canines on tip; space between pelvic fins less than width of base of 
1 fin; body deeper and laterally compressed, with 6-8 wide, dark, vertical 
bars.  YELLOW PERCH, Perca flavescens (p. 755) 

Anal fin with 2 spines and 12 or 13 soft rays; canine teeth present, usually 2 
on tip of lower jaw; space between pelvic fins equal to or greater than base of 
1 fin; body shallower and subcylindrical   3 

3 
	

Rays of second dorsal fin usually 18-22, membrane of first dorsal dusky with- 
out definite spots, a large black blotch at posterior base of spinous dorsal in 
adults; lower lobe of caudal fin with white tip; in adults cheek scales small, 
hard to see, cheek and operculum naked at 6 inches (152 mm) in length; 
3 pyloric caeca each about as long as stomach; 5-7 dark saddles on back. 
	  WALLEYE, Stizostedion vitreuml (p. 767) 

Rays of second dorsal fin usually 17-20; membrane of first dorsal clear with 
definite spots; in young pigment absent or confined to upper edge, no large 
blotch at posterior base; lower lobe of caudal fin usually without white tip; in 
adults cheek scales more apparent, cheek naked but scales on operculum 
obvious at 6 inches (152 mm) in length; usually 5 (3-9) pyloric caeca, each 
shorter than stomach; back with 3 or 4 saddles which become patches below 
fins and on peduncle.  SAUGER, Stizostedion canadense (p. 762) 

4 
	

Anal fin large, equal to or larger than soft dorsal fin; pelvic fins well separated; 
caudal fin usually slightly forked; lateral line usually complete; space between 
pelvic base and along belly either naked or with enlarged ctenoid scales, 
females sometimes with only 1 enlarged scale between pelvic fins; body 
usually elongate and shallow   5 

Anal fm smaller than soft dorsal fin; distance between pelvic fins variable, 
from width of pelvic base to one-half pelvic base; caudal fin slightly forked, 
square, or rounded; lateral line complete or incomplete; space between pelvic 
fins and along belly either naked or with scales, but scales never enlarged; 
body usually somewhat compressed laterally   9 

'No attempt is made here to separate the subspecies Stizostedion vitreum glaucum, the blue pike. 
The species occurred only in Lakes Erie and Ontario and apparently has been extirpated. Specimens of 
a dull grey form reported from various inland lakes have proven to be colour mutants of the walleye, 
S. v. vitreum. 
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