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Appendix Table 1. Code definitions for biological data collected during Tanner crab
surveys, FN Western Bounty and CCGS Neocaligus, January-March 2004.

Field Name

Sex Code:

Description/Meaning/Definition

1 = Male; 3 = Female; 4 = Female with complete batch of eggs;
5 = Spent female, just released eggs (some eggs must still adhere to pleopods
to qualify); 0 = Unknown; "null" = empty trap.

Shell Code for Shell Hardness:
1 = New Hard Shell - no deflection of shell with heavy pressure from thumb; few signs of wear
or abrasion; dactyl tips, carapace spines, and claw teeth sharp; <1 year;
2 = Springy Hard New -Slight shell deflection with heavy pressure on carapace; little growth,
fouling or abrasion; barnacles if present will be small; shell 1 to 4 months;
3 = Crackley Hard; usually bright orange carapace which is easily deformed with moderate
pressure of thumb (this is soft shell crab);
4 = Plastic Soft; newly moulted; shell is soft <1 month shell;
5 = Old shell in the process of moulting;
6 = Old Worn Shell showing claw wear usually barnacle encrusted or fouled, otherwise healthy
and viable, probably hasn't moulted for more than a year; claws and legs will show signs of
wear; carapace spines blunted; Carapace surface colour is faded from orange to brown;
7 = Old Barnacle encrusted; extreme shell and claw wear; diseased, lethargic or moribund;
probably not moulted for several years; not likely to moult again or live much longer;
8 = Not Sure, but between a shell' l' and a shell '6'.

Injury Code for Injuries: 1 = Deformed shell; 2 = healed hole or crack in carapace; 3 =

torn/missing telson; 4 = regenerating claw(s); 5 = regenerating leges); 6 = regenerating claw(s) &
leges); 7 = Multiple injuries; 8 = shell disease-black spots; 9 = dead.

Claws Missing: The actual number of claws missing, except where caused by sampling.

Legs Missing: The actual number of Legs Missing, except where caused by sampling.

Marks Mating: Grasping marks on female meri.

Observations: Unusual information about individual crabs. 1 = Moulting pair/molt increment;
2 = Mating pair, next or previous record is the mate; 3 = Limb bud forming; 4 = Joints in limbs
are pink; 6 = Torch; 8 = Shell discolouration; 9 = Black mat fungus.

Weight: Crab weight in grams

Species: XKG = Cancer magister; XLA = Red Rock, XKE = Graceful crab; ZAF = C. bairdi;
ZAG = C. tanneri; ZAE = C. angulatus.

Claw Length: Claw Length, in millimeters.
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Claw Height: Claw Height, in millimeters.

AbdomSth
: Fifth abdominal segment width, in millimeters.

Egg Colour: R = Red, 0 = Orange, P = Pink, Y = Yellow, G = Green, B = Brown, K = Black.
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