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Traps: The traps are a Korean design adopted and modified by local fishers to local conditions.
They are designed and constructed to stack into each other when transported or stored. The
traps are constructed of mild steel rod welded at all junctures. The top hoop diameter is 84 cm
(33 in.), the bottom hoop diameter is 137.2 cm (54 in.), and the 6 vertical members are 79 cm
(31 in.) long giving the trap a 74 cm (29 in.) vertical height. Horizontal bars are attached
midway between the top and bottom hoops in 5 of the 6 vertical panels. The trap is covered or
caped with a single piece of black nylon #48 thread 70 mm web (measured inside the knots
when the web is stretched flat). This is fastened to the frame so that the top is permanently
closed and the bottom can be opened and closed with a draw string. The one side panel
without a horizontal bar is not covered with web and accommodates the trap entrance or
tunnel. The tunnel is constructed of two pieces of green 44 mm (#18) knotless braided web.
The two seams of the tunnel are fastened together prior to attaching to the frame of the trap.
When the tunnel is fastened to the trap it slopes downward with a 36 cm (14 in.) opening or
slit. The bottom part of the slit will be taut and the top will be loose when the tunnel is
stretched into place from the opposite panel of the trap. The tunnel extends 64 cm (25 in.) into
the trap. When the trap is prepared for fishing both the tunnel lines and the bottom closing line
(4 mm braided single-ply polypropylene twine) are pulled taut, looped together and knotted at
a single point. The tunnel and bottom closing lines are of sufficient length to allow the bottom
and the tunnel to collapse completely against the inside of the trap to allow for stacking. One
of the panels opposite the tunnel contains the escape panel (defined above). Chafing line (10
mm (3/8 in.) and 13 mm (1/2 in.) diameter 3-ply polypropylene) is wrapped around all the
frame members to protect the web after the trap is covered.

(Descriptions were modified from Smith et al. 1996)
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